A regional approach to environmental activities
With the world focus on climate change and environmental concerns, the Australian wine industry’s environmental credentials are under ever greater scrutiny.  At Langhorne Creek, one of South Australia’s largest wine growing areas, environmental activities have focussed on a regional or catchment approach with an effort to have as many growers as possible working in the same direction for common environmental goals.

Following the introduction of the now mandatory Angas Bremer Code of Practice for managing Irrigation, many local growers have become involved in the Environmental Management in Viticulture - Langhorne Creek program.  Under the program, growers carry out environmental risk management, developing their property environmental plans guided by regional environmental Best Management Practices (BMPs).  The BMPs have been developed by the community with local water catchment and natural resources management (NRM) officers.  It is estimated that in excess of 65% of the vineyards have been involved in these environmental activities and are able to show to markets evidence of their work.
To support the Biodiversity BMP and to guide local land managers, the Langhorne Creek Biodiversity Plan: Reducing Impacts on Native Biodiversity was developed by the community with support from Government and local NRM groups.  The Langhorne Creek Biodiversity Plan “has been developed in recognition of the importance of the value of biodiversity, upon which much of the State’s economy is based, and the need to ensure that the natural systems which underpin business, community, and agriculture, are managed responsibly”.  To further assist a uniform approach to revegetation and rehabilitation, a region-based wall map has been produced showing areas of native vegetation and indicating where species of high conservation value are located.  Growers are encouraged to refer to the map when carrying out their own works and record on the map what they have done.  A copy of the plan can be found at http://www.samdbnrm.sa.gov.au/BoardProjects/WaterAllocationPlanning/EasternMountLoftyRangesPWRA.aspx
Dr Lian Jaensch, Executive Officer of the LCWIC oversees the environmental work with the able support of project officer, Belinda Gunn of the Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Association under an NLP Community Support Grant.  Biodiversity activity for the region includes the establishment of a revegetation demonstration site, remedial river bank work, co-ordination of local monitoring and further work on the local native seed orchard, particularly with the impacts of climate change in mind.  Belinda has commenced a bat monitoring program with the local primary school, and is keen to research the beneficial impacts of these animals in the control of insects in vineyards.  Additionally, the revegetation demonstration site will consider habitat for territorial native birds like Willy Wagtails and New Holland Honeyeaters to gauge their affect in deterring feral pest birds.  Provision for native butterflies will also be made.
The group of active growers has carried out a climate change risk management exercise for Langhorne Creek, again with local NRM organisations.  The objectives of the project were to identify the most likely impacts of climate change from available information, to establish the level of vulnerability to these changes, and to develop locally relevant strategies to address these vulnerabilities.  Expansive work in this area will be dependant on future funding.  A Code of Practice is to be developed by the group to allow individual land managers to support the regional initiatives for adapting and responding to climate variability.
The Langhorne Creek Wine Grapegrowers’ Association has given support to the recycling and waste management efforts in the region with the production of an information sheet.  The sheet gives details on local recycling facilities and guidance on more difficult recycling and waste management issues.  Facilities identified include on site shredding of old dripper lines and disposal of shrink wrap, plus machinery and office wastes.  Scrap metal is collected to support “Variety – the Childrens’ Charity” and corks are recycled through the local school to Guides Australia as a fund raiser. 
DrumMUSTER and ChemClear are actively supported through the LCWIC office.
Lian Jaensch observed that whilst the community’s focus at present is on the immediate short term water supply and quality issues arising from the drought, it is gratifying that the long term sustainability issues are recognised and there is a preparedness to work as a community to ensure the sustainability for this premium wine growing region.
